Government 
CAL Publications 
SH 


SS 42 


3 1761 


Statement by André Fortier 


President of the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council 


on the Government's $11 million 
Funding Increase, January 14, 1982 


Ottawa 
January 19,5 1982 


£ db Social Sciences and,Humanities | Conseil de recherches en 


Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada 
255 Albert Street 255, rue Albert 

Box 1610 C.P. 1610 

Ottawa K1P 6G4 Ottawa K1P 6G4 


613 995-9330 613 995-9330 


‘uetTpeued otTTGnd pueis 

sntd un e@ syoteyoet eT ep SszeI[NsSeA sep UoTSNJJTp eT B SITpeto xXnNeeANnoU sep 
uoTj1iod sun AeLTOeSUOdD DUOP pUszUe TI ‘euUEeTPeUrD SYdTSYoOeI eT Sp sjej[Nsei xne 
oTTGnd np uotzesTTtTqtsuss epueis sn—td oun,p stem ‘saneyoraeyd sijuse syorsuoeI1 


PT ep uoTeOTUNMMOD eT ep JUseWeTNes uoU ‘S‘uUTOSeq Np JUeTOSUOD Ysa TTesuoD ey 


ByoTsyoel PT op S}zeITNSII Sep UOTSNFJITp ey 


*sque8ie xneasAnou sep AeTOTjJaUaq WUOA Ja 

T8961 Ue SeanBneut 939 UO sYyoTeYyoDe1 op STT4NO sep InTe0 3a SaqTsIeatun 
Sseqtjed sot queudaouo0\ emmeiZoid oJ ‘souuetTpeued seaTYyoaie je senbeayi 
-OTTQTG seT suep sen’ojTe,ed Je seAtojaseder ‘satydeisot{[qrq ep uotjerzedgad ef 
juepre ‘syotoyoed ep STt3no seT ye ‘seagstT[etoeds suotTjOeTTOO sana, AtTyotaus 
no atienboe anod sitesseo9u epte,[ sauuetTpeued seitejtIsieatun senbaey OTT 
XNe JUBASZO SSYDTSYIeT ap SquowMAsUT set fayoisyoea ap seodainossea sesieatp 
Sine, JeloTTawe e quesTA ‘sajTsiaatun saqtjed sat feyozsyoea us souaqaduos 
AIneT Jessneyet ep souveTpeued sejtszeatun set suep uotqse8 ep saq[noej 

@p sanassajoid xne Jewrzsed Inb ‘uoTjses Us syoteyoor eT op jJuemMeddopeAep oT 


quos enbts9ze1js swueisoid 35 ep siped aT suep sauUCTIDeTEes SeuTeUOp seq 8 


It is worth reiterating here that neither Strategic research nor 
our new emphasis on Canadian studies can be construed as "directed" research, 
as our critics have occasionally implied. 
We say this for these reasons: 
First, in discussions with the government on our programs 
and funding, it was clear aoe our priorities for research on subjects 
of national concern, such as population aging, the family and the socialization 
of children, and the human context of science and technology - all of which 
we had RE in consultation with the research community, users of the 
research and the general public - matched those of the government very closely. 
Second, within these new ''themes" and "areas'', individual researchers 
and teams of researchers will continue to be responsible, as they always have been, 


for devising their own research projects. Scholars have already 


produced many excellent and imaginative Strategic research proposals. 


We have Bicol Ghee projects because they were ect worthy by peer 
assessment. We are neaece that the Minister said in his announcement that 
the principle of peer assessment is as vital to the government's concern about 
the excellence of research as it is to ours. 

A final word on the program projections which are appended to this 
statement. It is the Council's view that it would be wise to plan for only 
three years, not five as we had intimated earlier, given the long-term 


implications of a program reorientation of this kind and the advice of the 
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academic community. In addition, details are not included for 1983-84, 
because though we have been granted $5 million for that year, the amount 
is a continuation of the funds approved for 1982-83 into the 1983-84 
base amount and does not reflect the increases that will be necessary if 
we are going to expand our programs along the lines the Council has 
proposed. We will not know whether or not additional increases have 
been granted until early 1983 when the government's budgetary envelopes 
are allocated, 

The Council plans to reassess the new directions implied in these 
projections in the fall of 1983 and to submit its findings to government 
at that time, with projections for future years, In a major reorientation 
such as this one, we are naturally concerned about the balance between new 
approaches and traditional ones which have proved themselves. We shall 


be assessing this balance after we have gained some experience with it. 
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NOTES ON PROGRAM PROJECTIONS 


Readers will note that the list in the projections on the following page does not 


conform entirely with the Council's administrative setup. For presentation to 
government, breakdowns of programs by research support devoted to Canadian studies 
and to Strategic research were necessary. Thus the estimated "Research Grants" 


amount under Canadian studies embraces Research Grants, the former Negotiated Grants 
and General Research Grants - all of which were considered to cover work focused on 
Canadian studies. Under the "Other Independent Research" heading have been grouped 
Research Grants, Leave Fellowships, the former Negotiated Grants and General Research 
Grants - all of which could be said to be focused on non-specified independent 
research. Similarly, Postdoctoral Fellowships have been divided into two groups: 
those focused on Canadian studies and those supporting research in non-specified 
areas. 


The Council has also prepared figures on percentage budgetary allocations 
of funds showing the comparative amounts, for the two years 1981-82 and 1982-83, 
devoted to Canadian studies and to other research, as follows: 


In Constant 1981-1982 dollars 


Reference Level 


1981-82 1982-83 
$000 % $000 ee 
CANADIAN STUDIES 14,330 31.4 18,925 31.4 
Strategic Grants 3,000 6.6 G37 5 Rye e) 
- Themes and areas 
Non-Strategic Grants | 1320" 2468 Ha 9 EEK —a4e g 
- Research Grants on Canadian subjects, 
part of Postdoctoral Fellowships, 
Special Grants, Léger Fellowship and 
Canadian publications 
OTHER INDEPENDENT RESEARCH AND . 
RELATED ACTIVITY (NON-RESTRICTIVE) 26,895 Serle) 26,950 3 3 
~- Includes Research Grants, Leave 
Fellowships, part of Postdoctoral 15,987 35.0 16,042 ola 
Fellowships, other publications, 
learned societies and federations, 
conferences, international 
relations and public awareness 
programs 
Training/Highly Qualified Manpower 10,908 pV EES 10,908 2126 
- Includes Special MA Scholarships and 
Doctoral Fellowships programs 
OPERATING EXPENDITURE 4 ow Seah: ae ERS She: 


TOTALS 45,601 100.00 56 , 601 100.0 


Current dollars 45,601 56,676 
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SSHRCC PROGRAM PROJECTIONS IN CONSTANT (1981) DOLLARS 
SSHRCC PROGRAM PROJECTIONS IN CONSTANT (1° 


SUPPORT FOR INDEPENDENT RESEARCH 


CANADIAN STUDIES 
- Research Grants 
- Postdoctoral Fellowships 
- Special Grants and Jules and 
Gabrielle Léger Fellowship 


OTHER INDEPENDENT RESEARCH 
- Research Grants and Leave Fellowships 
- Postdoctoral Fellowships 


Sub-total 
STRATEGIC GRANTS 


THEMES 
- Population Aging 
- Family and the Socialization of Children 
- Women in the Work World 

Native Studies 

Human Context of Science & Technology 


AREAS 
- Development of Management Research 
- Small Universities 
—- Research Resources and Tools 
- Public Awareness 
- Identification of Themes and Areas 


Sub-total 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED MANPOWER 
= Special M.A. Scholarships 
- Doctoral Fellowships 
Sub-total 


RESEARCH COMMUNICATION 


Publications 


Conferences 


Infrastructure (federations, learned societies) 
International Relations 


Sub-total 


PROGRAMS - TOTAL 
OPERATIONS 
TOTAL 


j ivit Current $ 
* Planning activi 


1981-82 


($000) 


9,000 
a2) 


305 


10, 850 
T5265 


$22,346 


$ 3,990 


“? #908 
10,000 


$10,908 


227 
600 
1,016 
863 


$ 4,906 


$42,150 
4,451 


$46,601 
$46,601 


1982-83 


($000) 


10,220 
1,025 


305 


10,850 
1,166 


$23,566 


1,195 

680 
75% 
755 

682 


Jee ke 
Sly, 
2,064 
120 
15 


$ 6,495 


908 
10,000 


$10,908 


2,427 

600 
1,016 
863 


$ 4,906 
$45,875 
4,726 


$50,601 
$56,676 


1983-84 
($000) 


$23,566 


$ 6,495 


$10,908 


$45,875 
4,726 


_—_- 


$50,601 


not known 
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NOTES TO PROGRAMS 


Support for Independent Research 


New funds in the Council's Research Grants program, which supports 
individual and group research in over 30 disciplines in the humanities 
and social sciences, will go toward projects or programs carried out 

in the field of Canadian studies. A substantial portion of the Research 


Grants budget will be allocated to this over the next two years. 


Strategic Grants 


Strategic Grants are given for support of research and related activities by 
individuals or institutions on subjects of national importance. Dual 
objectives are the provision of a knowledge base for identified social 

needs or problems in Canada, and the filling of perceived gaps in designated 
areas of research activity. 

e Three "themes' considered by the Council to be of national importance 
have been chosen for research support and the programs are already well 
under way: population aging, the family and the socialization of children, 
and the human context of science and technology. The latter two are new 
for 1981-82 and will benefit from the additional $1 million federal grant 
for that fiscal year and those following. New themes - women in the work world 
and native studies - will be added to the Strategic Grants program in the 


next two years. 
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a Areas’ selected for funding under the Strategic Grants program now 
include support for the Development of Management Research which helps 
Management studies faculty in Canadian universities to upgrade their 
research skills; a program supporting the development of research 
capabilities in small regional universities in Canada; support for 
research resources, which provides assistance for Canadian university 
libraries to acquire research collections, and for research tools, 
which assists in the preparation of finding aids for materials in 
Canadian libraries and archives, The small universities program and 
research tools program were introduced in 1981 and will receive 


additional support from the funds just granted. 


Public Awareness 

The Council is concerned about the need for better communication not 

only among researchers but also for increased public awareness of the 
results of Canadian research and scholarship. It therefore plans to 
allocate part of the new funds to support the popularization and 


dissemination of the results of research to the Canadian public. 
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